Characteristics/Descriptors of a “Truly Great” University  

1. Its faculty are recognized internationally for their scholarship and engagement in the public sphere

2. Its alumni are recognized for outstanding accomplishments and leadership

3. It attracts outstanding undergraduate and graduate students

4. It fosters a dynamic excellence-oriented culture

5. Its faculty and administrators have vision, exhibit extraordinary leadership, and participate fully in shared governance

6. It fosters institutional flexibility and is responsive to challenges and change in interdisciplinary opportunities

7. It has exceptional research facilities

8. It fosters continued growth in external research funding

9. Its Ph.D. students find faculty positions in truly great universities

10. It has multiple centers of excellence, whose achievements are externally validated

11. It has an excellent endowment

12. It offers competitive salaries to faculty and staff

13. It has a state of the art physical plant

14. It fosters a vibrant campus life in and outside the classroom

15. It exhibits a rich diversity among students, faculty and staff

16. It is accountable to all its stakeholders

17. It maintains a balance between the arts and the sciences

18. It is dedicated to public service and social justice  

19. It has a wealth of international programs

